

METHODOLOGICAL SHEET
ILAC Indicators
(The unshaded areas are to be filled in at national level)
INDICATOR IDENTIFICATION
	Thematic area
	6. institutional aspects

	ILAC Objective
	6.3 Assessment and Indicators

	Specific objective
	6.3.1 Develop and implement an assessment process to follow up on progress in achieving sustainable development, including the results of the Johannesburg Action Plan, adopting sustainability indicator systems at national and regional levels, that respond to the Region’s social, economic, and political characteristics.

	Indicator
	6.3.1.1 State of the Environment reports 

	Unit of Measurement
	Yes/No (units)

	Time Period
	Annual

	Application Scale
	National

	Availability
	

	
	From
	
	To
	


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF INDICATOR
	Definition
	A state of the environment report is a collection of environmental statistics that results in the periodic publication of a document on the environmental situation of the country or a compendium of environmental statistics (UNSD, 2007).

	Methodology
	Identification of state of the environment reports.

	Methodology (if modified by country)
	

	International source
	

	National source
	Information may be obtained from various government institutes or programmes, or from national statistics offices and ministries of the environment.  

	Type of information source
	Census
	
	Survey
	
	Administrative Record
	

	
	Monitoring Station
	
	Direct Estimate
	
	Others
	

	
	

	Interpretation
	The frecuency of elaboration of state of the environment reports represents a measure of environmental monitoring. The contents of the reports might also indicate national environmental priorities and geographic areas of interest.

	Limitations
	Statistics on the environment are interdisciplinary and come from diverse sources; consequently, the lack of a programme or report does not necessarily mean that no statistics are available.  This indicator only provides information about the existence of synthetic reports on environmental statistics but not about its quality or scope (UNSD, 2007),


RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim / Purpose
	

	International conventions and agreements
	

	International Targets/Standards
	

	National Targets/Standards
	


	General Comments on the Indicator


	National governments have the main responsibility for and interest in promoting statistical reports on the state of the environment.  Information may be obtained from various government institutes or programmes, or from national statistics offices and ministries of the environment.  

	Bibliography
	UNSD, 2007. Indicators of Sustainable Development: Guidelines and Methodologies. 3rd Edition. UN. New York
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