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(The unshaded areas are to be filled in at national level
INDICATOR IDENTIFICATION
	Thematic area
	4. SOCIAL THEMES, INCLUDING HEALTH, INEQUITY AND POVERTY 

	ILAC Objective
	4.1 Health and environment. 

	Specific objective
	4.1.3 Expand the proportion of green and healthy areas per capita.

	Indicator Name
	4.1.3.1 Urban green areas per capita 

	Unit of Measurement
	Hectares per capita 

	Time Period
	Annual

	Application Scale
	National

	Availability
	

	
	From
	
	To
	


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF INDICATOR
	Definition
	By definition, an open space is any uncovered space that can be classified according to its design, construction material, property rights, use and function.  Because of their design and construction material, classified as inert open spaces are: streets, squares, patios, sidewalks, and parking places, among others; or as green areas, parks, gardens, and ecological reserve areas.  The combination of both is an open space. 
From the point of view of their use, open green spaces are classified as  urban green areas that play a very important ecological role; these areas are considered to be the lungs of cities which, with vegetation, purify the air, allow aquifers to be recharged, and provide a link between people living in the city and nature;  these large-scale spaces are periurban and metropolitan woodlands, while smaller scale spaces include  traffic islands and beltways.                                                                                                                


	Methodology
	The total urban green areas must be estimated by means of satellite photographs for the region for a given year, identifying the territory occupied by these areas.

Then the total urban population (according the countries’ official definitions) has to be considered, based on the most recent population censuses in each country and, where applicable, on population projections. 
Once the information is gathered, the calculation is:
UAC = 
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A


Where

A = extension of urban green areas (in Ha) for a specific area and a specific year.
B = total urban population for the specific territory and year.



	Methodology (if modified by country)
	

	International source
	

	National source
	

	Type of information source
	Census
	
	Survey
	
	Administrative Record
	

	
	Monitoring Station
	
	Direct Estimate
	
	Others
	

	
	

	Interpretation
	This indicator shows the average number of hectares of urban green spaces per inhabitant of urban areas in a given year. This measure can be linked for example to air quality and standard of living measures, as well as to urban planning, public health and urban ecology studies.

	Limitations
	Each country’s own definition of urban spaces


RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim / Purpose
	To link the existence and extension of urban green areas to the well-being of urban societies, mainstreaming their management into environmental strategies for sustainable development in cities.

	International conventions and agreements
	The delegates to the United Nations Conference on Human Settlements: Habitat II, held from 3-14 June 1996 in Istanbul, Turkey, considered improved living conditions in urban areas as one of the main problems to be faced in the next century.

	International Targets/Standards
	

	National Targets/Standards
	


	General Comments on the Indicator
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