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INDICATOR IDENTIFICATON 
	Thematic area 
	2. Water resource management

	ILAC Objective
	2.1. Water supply

	Specific Objective
	2.1.1. Improve the technology to increase water use efficiency in industry, agriculture and domestic consumption.

	Name of indicator
	2.1.1.1. Consumption of potable water for domestic use

	Unit of measurement
	Cubic hectometres per year per inhabitant (hm3/yr/inhab)

	Periodicity
	Annual

	Scope
	National and sub-national

	Availability
	

	
	
	
	
	



INDICATOR DESCRIPTION 
	Definition
	Potable water is water that meets the quality standards for human consumption set forth by a local and/or international authority.

Water consumption for domestic use is the amount of water used by each person for his/her own consumption in the household (cooking, personal hygiene, cleaning, watering garden and/or orchard).

The concession of potable (ground or surface) water for domestic uses is the volume of water resources that has been authorized to be extracted or used for domestic supply.

The population with access to potable water is the number of people who get water supplied through pipes inside the household, through a tap on their plot but outside the house, from public taps (or hydrant) or even from some other households, offices, health and entertainment centres, etc. [This definition may vary and each country should adjust it accordingly].


	Formula 
		Concession of potable water for domestic use
(hm3/ t)

	Population with access to potable water                         (millions of inhabitants)




     CADt = 




Where:  CADt = Consumption of potable water for domestic use on year t


	Calculation Method
	The calculation of this indicator starts off with the data reported by potable water utilities on the water volume authorized in their concession or billed to the residential sector.

The numerator, i.e., the total volume of the water concession, is calculated by adding the water volumes billed to the residential sector by each water utility in year t.

The denominator, i.e. the population with access to potable water, is calculated by adding the number of residential subscribers of each utility in year t.

	International data source
	

	National data source
	Superintendences of Domestic Public Services
Utilities of water supply and sewerage
Regulatory agencies
Ministries/Departments of Basic Services

	Type of data source
	Census
	
	Survey
	
	Administrative records
	   X

	
	Monitoring station
	   X
	Direct estimate
	   X
	Others
	

	Interpretation
	This indicator takes values ​​close to zero when potable water supply is low relative to the population that has access to it. Nevertheless, indicator values are always low, considering that population figures at a country level usually exceed one million inhabitants.

As this indicator is formulated within the ILAC framework, specifically to monitor compliance with indicative purpose 2.1.1, the analysis of water use efficiency should be made in conjunction with other indicators measuring water use efficiency in other sectors (e.g. industry and agriculture) and other components of the supply chain (e.g., supply and treatment provided ​​by water utilities).

	Shortcomings
	The indicator does not include the consumption of potable water extracted directly from rivers, springs or aquifers, which may be significant in rural areas.
 
Indicator values are less reliable in cases where the volume of potable water consumed by each household subscriber is not recorded individually by means of micro-measurement devices. An individual subscriber might be either a one-family household or a multi-family building, and this difference is not recorded by water utilities in many countries

Another shortcoming of this indicator stems from the fact that the number of subscribers does not remain constant throughout the period; if consumption is recorded every month or every other month, mid-point values should be calculated in order to estimate the annual total.




RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim/Purpose
	Monitoring the efficiency of water use in the household sector.

	Related international agreements or conventions
	Not available

	Related international Goals/Standards
	WHO Guidelines for drinking-water quality
There are no international rules that set forth minimum water supply standards, but there are guidelines and studies in various literature sources (eg. WHO)

	Related national Goals/Standards
	Countries that have not established their own national standards generally follow the WHO international standards.

Each country shall establish its minimum per capita consumption level, based on its geographical characteristics and considering the access of population to sewage services.



	General comments on the indicator
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