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(The unshaded areas are to be filled in at national level)
INDICATOR IDENTIFICATION
	Thematic area
	4. SOCIAL THEMES, INCLUDING HEALTH, INEQUITY AND POVERTY 

	ILAC Objective
	4.1 Health and environment. 

	Specific Objective
	4.1.2. Implement policies and plans to reduce environmental risks that cause damage to health, especially those transmitted by water, vectors, air pollution and exposure to chemical substances.

	Indicator Name
	4.1.2.1 Rate of disease attributable to waterborne diseases. 

	Unit of Measurement
	Cases per 100.000 people.  

	Time Period
	Annual

	Application Scale
	National, Subregional, Regional

	Availability
	

	
	From
	
	To
	


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF INDICATOR
	Definition
	Waterborne diseases are those transmitted by toxic organisms or substances found in water such as:

Disease
Cause and transmitted by
Diarrhoea (includes dysentery caused by amoebas and bacillus)

Various types of bacteria, viruses and protozoarios transmitted by faecal-oral route in polluted water, food, or by person-to-person contact.
Cholera
Bacteria transmitted by faecal-oral route in polluted water, food, or by person-to-person contact.
Hepatitis A

Virus transmitted by faecal-oral route in polluted water, food, or by person-to-person contact.
Paratyphoid and typhoid
Bacteria transmitted by faecal-oral route in polluted water, food, or by person-to-person contact. 

Polio

Virus transmitted by faecal-oral route in polluted water, food, or by person-to-person contact.
Waterborne contagious diseases
Ascariasis

Fertilized eggs present in human excrement. Larvae developed in temperate soils. By ingesting soil with human waste in the food the larvae penetrate the gut wall where they reach maturity.
Paragonimiasis

Worm that lodges and lays its eggs in human lungs. The eggs are transmitted through faeces and break on contact with fresh water. The larvae find a host snake where they reproduce and then they move to crabs and other shellfish. Humans ingest them in raw seafood.
Source WHO 1996



	Methodology
	To obtain data for this indicator the countries’ morbidity records should be used and, based on them, the diseases to be studied should be selected as well as the number of cases reported in a reference year.  Data on the total population come from demographic censuses or from population projections prepared by the countries’ Statistics Offices. 
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Where

A =  reported persons with waterborne diseases in the reference year
B = total population for the same year. 



	Methodology (if modified by country)
	

	International source
	www.ops.org 

	National source
	Epidemiology Offices in the countries’ Ministries of Health

	Type of information source
	Census
	
	Survey
	
	Administrative Record
	

	
	Monitoring Station
	
	Direct Estimate
	
	Others
	

	
	

	Interpretation
	Increases or decreases in waterborne diseases indicate trends related to the effectiveness of health policies on the population.

	Limitations
	For a better interpretation of this indicator it has to be linked to the indicators on sanitation, and the supply and quality of water for human consumption.  


RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim / Purpose
	Implement policies and plans to reduce the effect of environmental risks that health damage, especially those that are waterborne. 

	International conventions and agreements
	

	International Targets/Standards
	

	National Targets/Standards
	


	General Comments on the Indicator
 Include all the waterborne diseases found in ICD-10
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