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INDICATOR IDENTIFICATION 
	Thematic area 
	2. WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

	ILAC Objective
	Water supply

	Specific Objective
	Improve the technology to increase water use efficiency in industry, agriculture and domestic consumption

	Name of Indicator
	Water consumption for agricultural irrigation

	Unit of measurement
	Cubic kilometres per year

	Periodicity
	Annual 

	Scope
	National, regional and sub-regional

	Availability
	Start
	
	End
	



INDICATOR DESCRIPTION
	Definition
	Water consumption for irrigation is the volume of water (ground and/or surface water) used for agricultural production. Water may be supplied in controlled amounts to crops (using different methods). A crop may be either totally or partially irrigated, also receiving rainwater in the latter case.

Consumption may or may not be regulated through concessions/licenses establishing the volume of water that can be used by the agricultural sector.


	Formula 
	
	CAAt = ∑(water used for irrigation/product)t
	
	
	

	
	
	
	





Where: CAAt = Water consumption for irrigation in the agricultural sector
             Product = agricultural product or crop
             t = year

	Calculation method
	The indicator may be evaluated from farm survey data, concession records or by monitoring flows.

The numerator is obtained by adding the amount of water used by different crop types nationwide.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The indicator is evaluated for a baseline year in which the amount of water used for irrigation has been measured. The baseline year should be the same as used for the calculation of indicators 2.1.1.2 (consumption of potable water for domestic use) and 2.1.1.4 (Water consumption by the industry sector).

	International data source
	AQUASTAT (FAO)

	National data source
	Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Natural Resources
Water supply utilities
Statistics Offices
Municipalities
Irrigators Associations

	Type of data source
	Census
	
	Survey
	   X
	Administrative records
	    X

	
	Monitoring station
	   X
	Direct estímate
	
	Ohers
	    X

	
	

	Interpretation
	The indicator takes low values ​​when there is a low consumption of water for irrigation (usually when most of the country's agricultural production is fed with rainwater), or when agricultural production is low (as is the case of small Caribbean islands).

The types of crops grown in the country, its climatic conditions and the types of irrigation systems used will all influence the amount of water used for irrigation, thus warranting the conduct of additional qualitative analyses for interpreting the efficiency of water use for irrigation.

	Shortcomings
	This indicator only considers water used in irrigation, but not water used for livestock raising or other farming activities.

Not all countries systematically collect data on water use, and estimation methods often differ between countries.




RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim/Purpose
	

	Related international agreements or conventions
	

	Related international Goals/Standards
	

	Related national Goals/Standards
	





	General comments on the indicator


	References
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