

METHODOLOGICAL SHEET
ILAC Indicators
(The unshaded areas are to be filled in at national level)
INDICATOR IDENTIFICATION
	Thematic area
	1.BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

	ILAC Objective
	1.2 The territory’s protected areas  

	Specific Objective
	1.2.1 Significantly increase the Region’s protected areas land surface, and consider transition zones and biological corridors when defining it. 

	Indicator Name
	1.2.1.1.  Proportion of protected land and marine areas

	Unit of Measurement
	Percentage

	Time Period
	Annual

	Application Scale
	National

	Availability
	From
	
	To
	


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF INDICATOR
	Definition
	This indicator shows the percentage of protected areas, both land and marine, with respect to the country’s total territorial area (land and marine). 

It may be presented as a total and/or be broken down, according to the categories of protected areas defined by the World Conservation Union (IUCN).

According to the IUCN, protected area refers to an area of land and/or sea especially designated to protect and maintain biological diversity and natural and associated cultural resources, and administered by legal or other effective means.  All protected areas considered correspond to some of the following six categories defined by the IUCN, according to their management objectives.
Category I
Ia: Strict Natural Reserve: Area managed mainly for science.  Area of land and/or sea with some outstanding or representative ecosystems, geological or physiological features and/or species, available primarily for scientific research and/or environmental monitoring.
Ib: Natural wilderness Area, protected area managed mainly for wilderness protection. Large area of unmodified or slightly modified land, and/or sea, retaining its natural character and influence, without permanent or significant habitation, which is protected and managed so as to preserve its natural condition. . 

Category II

National Park: protected area managed mainly for ecosystem protection and recreation. Natural area of land and/or sea, designated to: a) protect the ecological integrity of one or more ecosystems for present and future generations; b) exclude types of exploitation or occupation that conflict with the purposes for which the area was designated; and c) provide a foundation for environmentally and culturally compatible spiritual, scientific, educational, recreational and tourism activities.

Category III

Natural Monuments: protected area mainly managed to conserve specific natural features. Area containing one or more specific natural or natural/cultural features of outstanding or unique value because of their implicit rarity, their representative or aesthetic qualities or cultural significance. 

Category IV

Habitat/Species Management Area: protected area managed mainly for conservation by being administered at management level.  Land and/or sea area under active management so as to ensure the maintenance of habitats and/or to meet the requirements of specific species. 

Category V

Protected Landscape/Seascape: protected area managed mainly for landscape/seascape conservation and recreation.  Area of land, sometimes with coasts and sea, where the interaction of people and nature over time has produced an area of a distinctive character with significant aesthetic, ecological and/or cultural values, and often with high biological diversity.  Safeguarding the integrity of this traditional interaction is vital to the protection, maintenance and evolution of such an area.  

Category VI

Managed Resource Protected Area: protected area managed mainly for the sustainable use of natural ecosystems. Area containing predominantly unmodified natural systems, managed to ensure long-term biological diversity protection and maintenance, while at the same time providing a sustainable flow of natural products and services to meet community needs...
As far as it is possible to do so this indicator, as well as being presented for all the categories described above, may be calculated for each one of them individually.

For their part, marine protected areas are any areas of intertidal or subtidal terrain, together with the overlying waters, the associated flora and fauna and their historical and cultural characteristics that have been designated by law or other effective instrument so that their environment is partially or totally protected.  All areas considered are included in one of the six categories defined by the IUCN.
The country’s territorial area comprises total land area, inland waters and the territorial sea that extends to 12 nautical miles.

	Methodology
	The formula used to calculate this indicator is:
Proportion of protected land and marine areas = 
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Where:
A = Total area (land and marine) of protected areas (km2)
B = Total territorial area (land and marine) of the country (km2)

To obtain the proportion of land and marine protected areas of the total land area for each of the categories defined by the IUCN, the formula is:
Proportion of area protected by IUCN categories = 
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Where:
C = Total area (land and marine) of protected areas (km2) by IUCN category.
B = Total territorial area total (land and marine) of the country (km2)

	Methodology (if modified by country)
	

	International source
	This indicator is presented as calculated in the World Database on Protected Areas: http://sea.unep-wcmc.org/wdpa/mdgs/index.cfm
Moreover, this indicator is calculated and published in the online database of the Indicators of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals. http://mdgs.un.org/ 

	National source
	In general, this information may be obtained from the institutions responsible for managing biodiversity or protected areas.  The land area of the country can be obtained from the national geographic or cartographic authority. 

	Type of information source
	Census
	
	Survey
	
	Administrative Record
	

	
	Monitoring Station
	
	Direct Estimate
	
	Others
	

	
	Others: 

	Interpretation
	

	Limitations
	This indicator does not reflect the efficiency and quality of protection of biodiversity in protected areas.


RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim / Purpose
	This indicator highlights the importance the country assigns to conserving biodiversity, cultural heritage, scientific research (including baseline monitoring), recreation, maintenance of natural resources and other values by protecting the areas from inappropriate uses.  It shows to what extent each major ecosystem maintains its diversity and integrity. 

	International Targets/Standards
	This indicator is related to the implementation of Article 8(a) of the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Convention for the Protection of Flora, Fauna, and Natural Wonders of the Americas, the Biosafety Protocol, CITES, and Ramsar.

	International Targets/Standards
	This indicator corresponds to indicator 7.6 of the seventh Millennium Development Goal, Target 7B that seeks to “achieve a significant reduction in the rate of biodiversity loss by the year 2010”. 



	National Targets/Standards
	


	General Comments on the Indicator
Where possible, it is recommended that it be established whether the information reported on protected areas refers to protected areas managed by the central or local government, and/or to private protected areas. In the countries of the Region a trend is observed towards an increase in private protected areas.
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