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(The unshaded areas are to be filled in at national level)
INDICATOR IDENTIFICATION
	Thematic area
	3. VULNERABILITY, HUMAN SETTLEMENTS AND SUSTAINABLE CITIES   

	ILAC Objective
	3.2 Areas affected by degradation processes

	Specific Objective
	3.2.1 Significantly reduce the area of the regional territory subjected to erosion, salinization and other degradation processes

	Indicator Name
	3.2.1.1 Areas affected by degradation processes  

	Unit of Measurement
	Percentage with respect to total territory

	Time Period
	Annual

	Application Scale
	National

	Availability
	

	
	From
	
	To
	


GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF INDICATOR
	Definition
	Land degradation is a process by which the soil’s potential and productive, biological or economic capacity is lost with the consequent effects on human activities.  Environmental services also become increasingly weak and unsustainable and impair this natural patrimony’s future capabilities.  Included are the following main categories according to the origin of the degradation process.  Erosion, Desertification, Salinization, Acidification.  

Desertification means land degradation in arid, semiarid, and sub-humid dry areas resulting from climate variations, overgrazing, agricultural cultivation practices such as monoculture, failure to rotate, deforestation, and lack of irrigation.  


	Methodology
	PDA = (DA / CA) * 100

Where

PDA = Proportion of territory affected by degradation processes

DA = extension of degraded areas

CA = total extension of the country´s territory


	Methodology (if modified by country)
	

	International source
	www.fao.org

	National source
	

	Type of information source
	Census
	
	Survey
	
	Administrative Record
	

	
	Monitoring Station
	
	Direct Estimate
	
	Others
	

	
	

	Interpretation
	The indicator measures the relation between the degraded areas and the country’s total territorial area. 



	Limitations
	


RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim / Purpose
	Monitor trends about the intensity of land degradation processes.

	International conventions and agreements
	Convention to Combat Desertification  

	International Targets/Standards
	

	National Targets/Standards
	


	General Comments on the Indicator 
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