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(Clear fields are to be completed by the country)


INDICATOR IDENTIFICATION 
	Thematic area 
	2. WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

	ILAC Objective
	2.4 Improve the quality of inland waters

	Specific Objective
	2.4.1 Improve the quality of effluents and reduce the discharge of pollutants into surface and ground water bodies, and into the coastal zone

	Name of Indicator
	2.4.1.1 Proportion of wastewater treated

	Unit of measurement
	Percentage

	Periodicity
	Annual

	Scope
	National, state-level or regional.

	Availability
	Start
	
	End
	



INDICATOR DESCRIPTION
	Definition
	Wastewater is water of varying composition discharged after urban public, domestic, industrial, commercial, services, agricultural, or any other use, or from wastewater treatment plants, as well as the mixture of any of those (National Water Law, Mexico, 2004).

Wastewater treatment (also known as served water, domestic wastewater, etc.) includes a series of physical, chemical and biological processes aimed at removing physical, chemical and biological pollutants introduced by the everyday use of water by humans. The  goal is to produce water (the treated effluent) that is either clean or reusable for the environment, plus a solid waste or sludge which, under a proper process, can be used as organic fertilizer for agriculture or gardening (Ministerio de Comercio Exterior y Turismo de Perú, 2008).


	Formula 
	The proportion of wastewater treated is the ratio of the volume of wastewater from the domestic, commercial, agricultural and industry sectors that is treated and the total volume of wastewater generated, expressed as  percentage:



where:
ART = Percentage of wastewater treated,
VARdc = volume of wastewater from the domestic and commercial sectors that is treated,
VARa = volume of wastewater from the agricultural sector that is treated,
VARI = volume of wastewater from the industry sector that is treated,
VARg = Total volume of wastewater generated.


	
Calculation method
	Depending on the data available, countries might have to adapt the calculation method to use "proxy" variables. For instance, data on wastewater volume might not be available for each sector separately, but only as a single value for all sectors; thus, an overall figure for the indicator would be calculated. Also, data might not be available on wastewater generated, but instead only on water either collected or on concession (either by sector or total), and this should be clearly noted in the result. In these cases, it is important that the shortcomings derived from the use of one or another variable are considered and noted.

	International data source
	

	National data source
	National water authority responsible for monitoring wastewater treatment plants and measuring effluents from different sectors.

	Type of data source
	Census
	
	Survey
	
	Administrative records
	

	
	Monitoring station
	
	Direct estimate
	
	Others
	

	
	Others


	Interpretation
	The larger the proportion of wastewater treated, the lower the impact on the water quality of the bodies receiving the discharges. Untreated wastewater poses a risk to human health due to the pathogens and toxic agents it might contain, in addition to contributing to the deterioration of the aquatic ecosystems where it is discharged.

	Shortcomings
	




RELEVANCE FOR ILAC
	Aim/Purpose
	The wastewater treatment indicator describes efforts to reduce the negative effects on water quality in rivers, lakes and other water bodies where effluents are discharged.

	Related international agreements or conventions
	

	Related international Goals/Standards
	

	Related national Goals/Standards
	.

	References
	· United Nations Division for Sustainable Development-CSD Indicators of Sustainable Development.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]OECD Key Environmental Indicators.
· Ley de Aguas Nacionales (National Water Law), Mexico, 2004. Latest ammendment: DOF 20-06-2011.
· Ministerio de Comercio Exterior y Turismo. Manual técnico de difusión. Sistema de tratamiento de aguas residuales para albergues en zonas rurales. Lima, Perú. 2008.




	General comments on the indicator 
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