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Introduction

1. The Fourteenth Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin
America and the Caribbean (Panama, Panama; November 20 through 25 of 2003)
adopted, by means of its decision 1, the Regional Action Plan (RAP) as instrument
for the application of the Latin American and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable
Development (ILAC), approving - on such occasion - the RAP 2004-2005. The
aforementioned Plan was developed around the eight priority action areas set forth
by the Forum of Minister, namely:

a) Access to the genetic resources and fair and equitable distribution of the
benefits derived from their use;

b) Water resources;

c) Human settlements, vulnerability and land use;
d) Renewable energy sources;

e) Trade and environment;

f) Economic instruments and fiscal policy;

g) Climatic change;

h) Environmental indicators.

2. As a complement to decision 1, by means of its decision 2, the Fourteenth
Meeting of the Forum defined the implementation modalities of its agreements,
assigning the responsibility of coordinating such task to eight countries, and
establishing Working Groups to deal with punctual issues.

3. The Fifteenth Meeting of the Forum of Ministers (Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela; October 31 through November 4 of 2005) received a report concerning
the implementation of the RAP 2004-2005, and departing from this first experience
in ILAC's scope of application, approved the RAP 2006-2007.

4. Based on the experienced obtained in the compliance with the RAP in these first
two biennial exercises, there are elements to acknowledge that the Plan has been
an instrument of great use to create a registry of the activities performed by the
countries and the ITC Agencies in the application of the eight priority areas set forth
in the Fourteenth Meeting of the Forum of Ministers.

5. However, the aforementioned registry of actions turned out to be limited, for it
was not duly aligned with ILAC’s goals (initially, there were no indicators to
evaluate the progresses, and the committed actions were not granted sufficient
priority). Under such conditions, the progress reports of the first two RAPs included
the information on a series of initiatives, policies, programs and activities that the
countries of the region and other agencies carried out in agreement with their own
mandates, which does not necessarily generated an added value to the joint work
or the strategic direction to accelerate the region’s advance towards the compliance
with the indicative goals of ILAC. This last consideration was formulated by
independent evaluations that approached the accountability of the issues related to
ILAC's implementation.
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6. Based on these considerations, in the Meeting of High Level Government Experts
(Panama, Panama; August 30 and 31 of 2007), a comprehensive exchange of
opinions was carried out in relation to:

a) The revision of the lessons learned and the challenges to overcome so that
the RAP can be consolidated as the main tool for the implementation of ILAC;

b) The modalities for the RAP to duly encompass the initiatives, policies,
programs and activities that the countries of the Region have been
undertaking in relation to the priority areas set forth for the RAP;

c) The elements to develop a draft of the RAP, which should include the
guidelines that direct the countries and the ITC agencies to go forward in the
compliance with the goals of ILAC during the period 2008-2009, and at the
medium term (2008-2012).

7. Based on an evaluation concerning the lessons learned and the challenges
posed by the application of the RAP in the two first periods (2004-2005 and
2006-2007), the High Level Government Experts who participated in the
aforementioned meeting reaffirmed that the RAP should still be the main instrument
to render ILAC’s implementations operative.

8. In addition, the Experts agreed to recommend the adoption of a new Matrix for
the Regional Action Plan. As a follow up to this recommendation, the Secretariat of
the Forum of Ministers has prepared a proposal based on the following elements:

a) Identification, first of all of the Guiding Goals and Indicative Purposes of ILAC
in which the following proposals are framed, highlighting the activities that
contribute to the mainstreaming of the environmental dimension and
articulation of the liaisons among environment and poverty, the
institutionality of the environmental management, and the horizontal
cooperation (South-South);

b) Definition of the objectives to be reached under a given action;

c) Identification of the main lines of work designed to materialize the action;
proposed

d) Definition of indicators that allow for an accurate evaluation of the results
obtained in agreement with the compliance indicators of ILAC; and

e) Addition of a section to include specific activities, undertaken or reported,
always based on its consistency of actions, objectives and defined lines of
work.

9. In addition to recommending the adoption of a new structure for the RAP, the
High Level Government Experts recommend continuing developing the main
strategic guidelines, as well as the compliance indicators and the result indicators of
the restructured Action plan. With that in mind, a suggestion was made for work
programs to be structured under the coordination of an ITC agency, including the
working groups or the countries, as befits.

10. At the time of presenting the proposal shown hereunder, the Secretariat of the
Forum of Ministers wishes to clarify that this is a first approach. Hence, the
Secretariat invites all participants to the High Level Meeting of Experts to evaluate
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it with openness, and it stresses the need to review and establish the performance
indicators that appear in the column next to last of the matrix.

11. The content of the “Report on the Implementation of the Latin American and
Caribbean Initiative on Sustainable Development, five years upon its adoption” (see
document UNEP/LAC-IG.XVI/3) can provide elements to review and determine
the performance indicators so that the proposals that appear in Annex I can be
enriched by additional elements.
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