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Participation
1. The Intersessional Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of
Environment was attended by 16 representatives from Latin American
and Caribbean countries, as well as representatives of four of the
member agencies of the Interagency Technical Committee (ITC),
namely UNEP, UNDP, World Bank and ECLAC. Also at the meeting were
representatives from the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization
(ACTO), and the Permanent Commission of the South Pacific (CPPS for
its initials in Spanish). The list of participants is attached as Annex I to
this document.

PROCEEDINGS
1. Opening of the meeting
2. The Minister of Environment of Ecuador, Ms. Lorena Tapia,
welcomed participants recalling the important agreements reached at
the Forum of Ministers of Environment, held in February 2012. She also
mentioned the opportunity of this intersessional meeting as space for
regional discussions in order to achieve technical and political
synergies.

2. Adoption of the agenda and schedule of meeting
sessions
3. The Chair of the Intersessional Meeting presented for
consideration of the meeting document UNEP/LAC-IC.1.2012/1
Provisional Agenda, as well as a programme for the meeting sessions.
The proposals were approved by the delegates of the participating
countries.

3. Current situation, monitoring decisions and
perspectives of the Forum of Ministers of
Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean
4. After the adoption of the agenda, Ms. Mara Murillo, UNEP´s
Deputy Regional Director, referred to the preliminary report of the
Follow up to the Decisions of the Forum of Ministers of Environment,
document UNEP/LAC-IC.1.2013/2. In order to prepare this report,
as the Forum Secretariat, UNEP sent a request to countries for
information with regard to actions taken in contribution to the
implementation of the Decisions. Out of the 33 countries, inputs were
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received from only 5 countries. After outlining the main developments
in the implementation of the decisions, UNEP’s Director and Regional
Representative, Ms. Margarita Astrálaga, invited countries to review
the preliminary report and proposed a period of two weeks to receive
input from all countries of the region and the ITC agencies, to prepare
a revised version of the report.

4. Strengthening cooperation, coordination and
implementation of public policies on environment
5. UNEP’s Director and Regional Representative requested the
revision of document UNEP/LAC-IC.1.2012/3 which had been
originally presented at the Eighteenth Meeting of the Forum of
Ministers of Environment, and made a presentation identifying the key
elements for discussion, highlighting the recommendations to
strengthen the forum and its implementation tools, the Interagency
Technical Committee (ITC), ILAC, as well as reviewing the current
situation of the Forum including the impact of the activities, and
decisions that have been adopted.
6. The Chair opened the discussion to the countries, indicating that,
the lessons learned during the 30 years since the first Forum, serve as
a valuable background to make decisions aimed at its implementation.
7. The representative of Brazil thanked the Secretariat for the report,
and expressed the current significance of the present times as a
historic moment, after the very important results obtained at the
Rio+20 Summit. This historic moment includes the launch of a series of
multilateral processes including the strengthening of the institutional
framework for sustainable development. He further noted that progress
has been made in the discussions related to the High Level Political
Forum to be established, and that includes the three axes towards
sustainable development: economic, social and environmental, as well
as the strengthening of UNEP and its new context as an agency with
universal membership, which would also have implications for a
regional forum.
8. In this context, he raised some key questions to ensure that the
Forum is strengthened and that it reflects the needs and aspirations of
Latin America and the Caribbean, namely: what should be the role of
the ITC, where are the three dimensions of sustainable development
reflected, how is the ILAC being implemented, and, what degree of
political encouragement is required to advance with respect to the
progress made in the last year and a half. On the other hand, he
mentioned that the ILAC is also a very interesting initiative, but its
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implementation is currently unclear. Finally he invited the meeting to
reflect on how the forum could stimulate South-South cooperation, and
identify regional strategies to meet the challenges of sustainable
development, from the region's own existing strategies.
9. UNEP´s Director and Regional Representative invited the agencies
of ITC to explain which has been their role and their ideas on how to
make progress with the Forum of Ministers. The representative of
ECLAC, stated that he shares many of the same questions raised by
Brazil. He recalled that participation in the ITC reflects the efforts of
agencies working in coordination to mainstream the environmental
agenda, and to incorporate the action lines of the Forum of Ministers to
their own agendas. He explained that the work carried out by ECLAC is
mainly through ministries of foreign affairs, and the presence of ECLAC
during the meetings of the Forum allows for them to learn about the
priorities of the countries for inclusion in their programmes of work
with ministries of foreign affairs during the Sessions of ECLAC. Hence
the importance of close collaboration between the ministries of
environment and the ministries of foreign affairs. He added that ECLAC
has led several interagency processes, with agencies such as the Food
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the Pan American Health
Organisation (PAHO), among others, but it is through this collaboration
that regional bodies such as the Forum receive support.
10. Regarding the role of the ITC, the representative of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela said that with the Amazon Cooperation Treaty
Organization (ACTO) they have been working on some initiatives,
especially in the area of forests, and highlighted that the ITC plays a
key role in the promotion of South-South cooperation bringing other
stakeholders involved in the environmental agenda. He added that it
would be important to link ITC’s cooperation to concrete activities such
as the initiative carried out with ACTO.
11. The representative of Chile also talked about their cooperation
with ECLAC for example the work carried out on Principle 10. He noted
that there have been good relationships with other agencies such as
UNEP, adding that it is important to seize the wealth of the capacities
of these agencies, and that strengthening South-South cooperation is
essential in the region.
12. The representative of ACTO said the organization is not part of the
ITC, but, they have been working with eight countries in the region
since 1980, with a broad agenda that includes 6 areas approved within
their meeting of ministers of environment of the Amazon sub-region.
He explained that the agenda is built on three priorities: preservation,
conservation and sustainable use of resources of the Amazon. He
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mentioned some of the activities with UNEP and added that there is
space for more collaboration not only with ITC, but with other
initiatives as well, always avoiding duplication. Finally he informed
about an innovative financial mechanism that ACTO will be launching
soon.
13. The Vice Minister of Ecuador said that they have also worked with
ACTO and stressed that one of the problems for the implementation of
subregional initiatives is obtaining complementary sources of funding.
14. The representative of Jamaica, after thanking the Secretariat for
the support provided to the region in the negotiations of the Mercury
Agreement, requested more information regarding the implementation
of the decision on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and the
relation of the UNEP Regional Office with the Caribbean Regional
Coordinating Unit based in Jamaica. She indicated that the Forum can
strengthen subregional cooperation, particularly through subregional
organizations such as CARICOM.
15. Based on the concerns raised, UNEP’s Director and Regional
Representative, said that the renovated structure of the Forum would
require an expanded ITC, with key players in the region that are not
currently participating, such as PAHO for the relevance of
environmental issues to health, ACTO and others. She also informed
that South-South Cooperation initiatives for which the Forum has
served as a trigger mechanism, have been particularly beneficial to
middle-income countries, some examples include Mexico's support to
Central America in the integrated management of mangroves; Uruguay
receiving support from Brazil for the implementation of the Sustainable
Social Housing Initiative (SUSHI), implemented previously in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. Regarding the ILAC which was developed in 2002, she
recalled the work undertaken in several countries in the development
of indicators with the priorities identified in the ILAC, through the
Working Group on Environmental Indicators.
16. In response to the delegate of Jamaica, on the implementation of
Decision 9, she explained that in addition to the information provided,
UNEP is also working within the framework of the United Nations
Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) and prepared National
Environmental Summaries (NES) for several Caribbean countries,
namely, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, St. Kitts and
Nevis, St. Lucia and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. She clarified, that
the Caribbean Regional Coordination Unit based in Jamaica is
mandated to implement the Caribbean Environment Programme which
is based on the Cartagena Convention for the Wider Caribbean, and its
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mandate and work plan are defined by the Conference of the Parties of
that Convention.
17. The representative of Nicaragua spoke about the characteristics of
the current situation of the environment, particularly marked by
climate change, which has led to changes in science and technology
policies, and human development in Nicaragua. Nicaragua has
identified the need to work by region and production areas, both in
terms of diagnosis and identification of policy options and measures.
He said that new mechanisms are required to work on these issues,
given that alarming increases in temperature have been recorded in
parts of Nicaragua. He made a brief presentation on the scenarios of
global temperature increase of 3-6 °, and highlighted that adaptation
needs are being incorporated into the decision making development
policies. Moreover, he added that new, additional and sufficient
international resources have not been provided and hence the agendas
of international organizations are also exceeded. This requires policy
changes in the international community.
18. The representative of Brazil noted the need to analyze, and make
some adjustments in the mechanism of the Forum, since the a
urgencies of the region, the priorities of the ILAC, the effective actions
of UNEP, and decisions taken by the Forum of Ministers, seem to be
decoupled. He indicated the need to benefit from the technical and
financial capabilities of the international organisms, to support the
implementation of priorities defined by the countries of the region. He
continued indicating that it is important to differentiate the contribution
made by these instances versus the discussion forums that take place
in New York and Nairobi, underscoring the need to review what is the
benefit obtained from a decision in the daily work within our ministries.
19. The representative of Mexico said that she has had an excellent
cooperation with UNEP, ECLAC, UNIDO and others. She added that the
strengthened mandate of UNEP is an opportunity for the region to
strengthen its link with regional agencies; however it is important to
have coherence among the treaties and conventions, to improve
coordination among ITC agencies avoiding competition amongst them.
Finally she coincided with other countries about the importance of
South-South cooperation, and triangular cooperation.
20. The representative of Panama said that over the years, Panama
has had a good relationship with UN agencies, especially with UNEP. He
explained that the Forum of Ministers faces the problem of lack of
continuity in the implementation of the commitments because of the
participation of different representatives in the various meetings,
which, in some cases do not have the necessary background

UNEP/LAC-IC.1.2013/5
Page 7

information, affecting the flow of discussions and agreements that have
started in previous meetings. He expressed the need to explore ways
to avoid this constant problem with the ministries of environment,
undergoing a national introspection process. He also commented that,
decisions have to achieve synergies for mainstreaming environmental
issues.
21. The representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela said
that an essential issue for the Forum to focus on, is the area of
research because it is an important process needed to guide and
provide orientation in order to advance the environmental agenda, for
example in climate change, but acknowledged that it is a process that
is often too long and slow. He explained that with technology and
advancements made in several countries including Venezuela, there
are efforts that could be coordinated through joint projects of SouthSouth cooperation such as satellite and radar coverage.
22. The representative of Argentina favoured the strengthening of the
Forum and UNEP, but with the understanding that their role is to
provide technical assistance and support to countries in the region. She
further explained that the roles of CELAC, UNASUR and MERCOSUR,
among others, are political to strengthen the unity in Latin America.
For Argentina the role of the United Nations (UNDP, UNEP, ECLAC, WB,
and IDB) is to support countries according to what they agree in their
political discussions. She coincided with Brazil, with regard to ensuring
that the Forum is a place to share experiences, where support is
provided for funding, and South-South and triangular cooperation is
promoted. She also referred to Sustainable Consumption and
Production (SCP) as a core process to shift towards preservation and
sustainable management. In this regard, she requested information
from UNEP on activities being implemented related to sustainable
procurement and eco-labelling, and emphasized that the CELAC defines
environmental actions at political level, while UNEP has an important
role in assisting countries to focus. Finally, she requested the
Secretariat to prepare a questionnaire to review ways on how to
exchange experiences in this regard.
23. The representative of Peru said it is necessary to analyze whether
it is worthwhile to review or update ILAC, and noted that one of the
main problems of the Forum has been the large number of tasks and
goals that it has set to be fulfilled. He said it is a good time to make a
reflection of what has been done and to define a vision that would
motivate the technical human resources of the countries. He stressed
the need to focus on systems for exchanging experiences, and the
Forum of Ministers must anticipate the next meeting, indicating which
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elements are priorities based on the current decisions. He said that any
shortfall in the implementation of decisions rests with the countries.
24. The representative of Cuba thanked the Secretariat for the report
and reflections presented, and said that one should not expect a
magical solution from the Forum. He noted that issues that have
nothing to do with the Forum have been raised, and that the lack of
implementation is because of the weaknesses and imbalances in the
countries as well as their responsiveness to the decisions that they
have adopted themselves. He said the Forum should not be loaded with
a large amount of goals and responsibilities, instead, more precise and
realistic targets should be approved, with a focus on the exchange of
experiences. The representative of Cuba proposed to evaluate what
activities can be achieved by the Forum of ministers. He informed that
one of the things that can and should be strengthened within the
framework of the Forum is the relationship between economy and
environment, since, in his experience, this in depth analysis has
allowed extensive consultations, to demonstrate the environmental and
economic impact of not incorporating environmental variables, to
decision makers in the economic sector. The Forum has made
important contributions but its limitations need be recognized, and a
proposal with realistic goals that can be achieved should be prepared.
25. The representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia said that
after participating in the session of the UNEP Governing Council there
is a concern about the continuing interest of the developed countries in
defining the environmental agenda. He indicated that the resources are
being entirely devoted to Green Economy not allowing allocation of
resources to other alternative views. He stated that CELAC raises the
opportunity to set an agenda without impositions, and prepared with a
bottom up approach. He added that Bolivia is working on a new agenda
focused on living well and not on green economy. The representative of
the Plurinational State of Bolivia stated that there should not be two
forums, therefore efforts should focus on improving the CELAC forum,
and the other one should be weakened. The Forum of CELAC should be
the only forum, with the understanding that agencies can participate
when invited to collaborate.
26. The representative of Peru stressed the need for consensus in
order to avoid any impositions, and that the Forum of Ministers has
always achieved working along that line. With regard to the question of
how the forum can be positioned with other regional bodies taking into
account that each has its own environmental agenda CAN, ACTO,
MERCOSUR, he said that a system is required to include and monitor
the goals that are approved and this would facilitate political dialogue.
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Finally, he stated that it takes time to reflect on the issue of the
forums.
27. The representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
expressed great appreciation for the contributions that UNEP has made
and continues to make, calls for meetings, as well as the technical
input provided by UNEP and other multilateral agencies have been
significant. He emphasized that the countries have regional capabilities
thanks to a large extent to UNEP´s work in the region during three
decades. He added that the current political scenario raises the need
for countries to assume the leadership of the regional process
according to the mandate from the Heads of State and Government.
28. The representative of Chile agreed that there should only be one
forum, although a transition process is necessary since CELAC is not
experienced enough to achieve immediate consensus and reach
agreements. He expressed concern about the practical ability of CELAC
as Forum Secretariat to bring continuity to the issues, stressing that
the work of a secretariat requires time and resources, as it is an
additional effort to be undertaken.
29. The Vice-Minister of Ecuador indicated that during the UNEP
Governing Council, given the size of its delegation it was difficult to
contribute and participate in the discussion of the documents against
representations of developed countries; hence the theme of the
universal membership of UNEP is not yet a reality with respect to
equity to access and participation of countries. She coincided with Chile
regarding the need to build a process to strengthen CELAC, in order to
position the LAC region on key issues. This body should be given the
autonomy to strengthen the region at global meetings.
30. The representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
acknowledged that CELAC is just beginning and will face many
challenges. He said it is clear that the process of building and learning
takes time, indicating that innovative mechanisms do not arise
overnight, and reaffirmed its commitment to building their own
capacities.
31. The Chair summarized the points that were discussed, and
requested the Secretariat to take into account the recommendations
made by the countries.
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5.
Strengthening
measures/mechanisms
of
operation: Latin America and the Caribbean
Initiative for Sustainable Development (ILAC),
Interagency Technical Committee (ITC), and
Regional Action Plan (RAP)
32. The Director and Regional Representative stated that during the
discussion of the previous day, the debate on this issue have had some
progress. She agreed with the statement made by the Peruvian
delegate stating the governments’ relevance in providing guidance on
how to proceed with preparations for the Forum of Ministers, as they
would have to present an update of the ILAC for the next Forum of
Ministers. In this regard, she requested participants for orientation with
respect to the task entrusted by the XVIII Meeting of the Forum of
Ministers regarding the update of the ILAC.
33. The representative of Brazil stated that it is worth reviewing the
action lines and goals in light of the outcome of Rio+20. He proposed
that the Secretariat initiate a process of consultation with Member
States in order to get orientation to prepare an updated proposal
before the XIX Meeting of the Forum. The representative proposed an
analysis on how to approach the overall process, to avoid the creation
of a number of instances that do not communicate with each other.
The representative of Chile agreed with this proposal, noting that there
should be no duplication of efforts.
34. The representative of Jamaica pointed out the opportunity to link
this review to the different processes that resulted from Rio+20, taking
into account emerging and cross-cutting issues. In particular, the
preparation process of the SIDS Conference on the Barbados
Programme of Action, which will take place in 2014 and for which
Jamaica will be hosting the regional consultation meeting in July. In
this regard, she stated that the issue of how to close the gaps between
the SIDS agenda and the post-2015 agenda should be one of the areas
of work.
35. Regarding the results of Rio+20, the representative of Jamaica
mentioned that there are many goals to meet. It would be important in
the process of updating the ILAC agreed targets to analyze the goals
agreed in other intergovernmental processes where the region actively
participates. She also stated the importance of including in the agenda
of the Forum "non-traditional" themes which are of great importance to
the region, such as chemicals and hazardous wastes. Finally, she
recommended the design of a mechanism to improve the
representation of the region in decision making processes in Nairobi

UNEP/LAC-IC.1.2013/5
Page 11

and other international negotiation processes such as climate change,
chemicals, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) and others.
36. The representative of Peru agreed with Chile and Brazil in
launching the consultation process, taking into account the
environmental agendas which have other regional and sub-regional
bodies to be incorporated in the process.
He also suggested
establishing a timetable including these processes incorporating ILAC
topics. On his part, the representative of the Plurinational State of
Bolivia said that it has been decided to develop a consultation process
for the regional environmental agenda within the CELAC, and as
mentioned by other delegates, efforts should not be duplicated.
37. The Minister of Ecuador explained the position of Ecuador which is
framed within the principle of “Good Living”, which creates a balance
between environmental, social and economic issues. She invited the
meeting to avoid duplication of efforts, and to be creative in generating
agendas of common interest. She stated it is important to be more
accurate on topics to be carried forward, as well as in identifying the
support UNEP and other agencies could provide.

6. Follow up of the results of the Rio+20 Summit
38. To begin the discussion of this agenda item, UNEP’s Director and
Regional Representative invited Mr. Carlos De Miguel, ECLAC
representative to summarize the results of the Conference held in
Bogotá, Colombia, on the Post-2015 process and the implementation of
agreements on Rio+20 in the region.
39. The representative of ECLAC referred to the "Conference on
Sustainable Development in Latin America and the Caribbean:
Monitoring the development agenda post-2015 and Rio +20", held in
Bogotá from 7 to 9 March, preceded by the "Caribbean Forum: Defining
an agenda for sustainable development to the reality of Caribbean
countries in the XXI Century ", on 5 and 6 March 2013, organized by
the Government of Colombia and ECLAC. During the meeting there was
an open dialogue on the Millennium Development Goals for Sustainable
Development, aspects of global and regional governance, the
implications from the regional perspective of the results of the Rio+20
Conference, and monitoring the post-2015 agenda, with significant
participation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Ministers of
Environment of the region, as well as members and representatives of
the High Level Panel of the Secretary General on the Post-2015
Development Agenda.
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40. He noted that many participants shared perspectives on the post2015 development agenda, underscoring the need for well-being and
the eradication of extreme poverty in the short term, the transition to a
new mindset that places human beings at the centre of development;
structural changes in production and consumption models, dealing with
issues such as international trade, finance and migration, an agenda to
address global challenges, taking into account the needs and priorities
at regional, national and local levels, and a framework for
differentiation allowing for countries to be able to participate in the
agenda. He highlighted sustainable consumption and production (SCP)
as a crosscutting issue of the new agenda for achieving equity, the
central role of education for development and inclusive growth, decent
jobs needed for equitable growth; and pointed out emerging themes
for the region, such as demographic trends, urban growth, violence
and crime, and the vulnerability to extreme climate events and climate
change.
41. He also reported that the importance of the means of
implementation, including Official Development Assistance, SouthSouth and triangular cooperation, fiscal policy, and the role of private
and public investment, were discussed. Regarding the MDGs, it was
decided that they should be universal and consider the priorities of
middle income countries.
42. He reported that the permanent representatives of the countries in
New York were informed about the results of the regional conference
the following week.
43. Finally, he informed that the next consultation meeting of civil
society on the development agenda post-2015 will be held in
Guadalajara, Mexico, from 17 to 19 April, preceded by the Second
regional meeting of Focal Points of countries signatories to the
Declaration for the implementation of Principle 10 (16 and 17 April)
which will be discussed in the Action Plan 2012-2014 of the initiative,
to which all countries of the region are invited.
44. The representative of Mexico provided more information on these
meetings, extending an invitation for civil society in the region to
participate in the meeting in Guadalajara.
45. The representative of Brazil thanked the Government of Colombia
and ECLAC for the convening of the meeting in Bogota, noting its
historic character by the significance of the issues involved and the
level of regional convergence achieved. He highlighted the agreements
for the elimination of extreme poverty in the short term and structural
change in production and consumption patterns. He ended by
highlighting the important role of UNEP, ECLAC and ITC agencies in the
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process of building the SDGs and post-2015 development goals. He
also underlined the fact that it is unacceptable to have two different
levels of wellbeing. Finally he noted the importance of the 10 Year
Framework on Sustainable Consumption and Production and the role of
UNEP in supporting its implementation.
46. The representative of Peru referred to the axes of the Peruvian
national environmental policy that were defined through a process of
consultation and agreement of nine ministries, which represents an
important effort of coordination and mainstreaming of the environment
into sectoral policies .
47. The representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia agreed that
a structural change is needed, and as stated by their delegation in
Bogota, the same shall be directed to a new world order and new
model of civilization, founded on the ancient thought of living well in
harmony with Mother Earth, in a cosmocentric and plural manner. This
requires breaking the anthropocentric model, which generates
predatory capitalism models and nature mercantilization. He stated the
MDGs have the opportunity to make this structural change.
48. The representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela stated
that it is important to establish a consultation mechanism to facilitate
the contribution from countries. Regarding the ECLAC report he
indicated that the Latin America and the Caribbean region is an
example for other regions. He gave the example of social programmes
being implemented in Venezuela, such as elderly care to attack poverty
structurally, and the restructuring of lands providing access to key
services such as clean water, and access to education. He emphasized
the importance of joint programmes, and the need to define how to
establish links with the process of CELAC and how contributions would
be integrated.
49. The representative of Panama underscored the importance of
institutional strengthening, as a requirement and backbone to advance
the goals and commitments of Rio+20. This strengthening should not
focus exclusively on the environmental area, but in the adherence of
the three dimensions of sustainable development. He urged UNEP to
try to go beyond the work with environmental institutions thereby
achieving sustainable development in an integrated manner.
50. The Director and Regional Representative of UNEP stated that one
of the elements that had been discussed a lot is the fulfilment of MDG
7 which apparently was prepared without proper analysis, since it left
out many relevant environmental issues. She stated that progress has
been made in several of the items included in the MDG 7, but many of
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the issues that were discussed at this meeting are not included, hence
it is difficult to monitor the real progress that has been made.
51. She also indicated that during the UNEP Governing Council it was
noted that many ministers of environment were not aware of the
regional meeting on the post-2015 agenda. In this regard she
explained the importance of having coordination at the national level to
ensure that the three dimensions of sustainable development, including
environmental, participate in these processes.
52. She stated that as Secretariat of the 10 Year Framework on SCP,
UNEP will work together with all agencies, including the topic of
education for sustainable development, as requested by the countries
in the regional post-2015 agenda meeting.
53. The representative of Argentina expressed interest in receiving
UNEP’s technical support concerning SCP and requested UNEP
guidelines outlining the plan to implement the Ten-Year Framework to
analyse how Argentina could work at a technical level with UNEP.
54. The Director Regional Representative drew attention Decision
GC27/2 with respect to the implementation of paragraph 88 of The
Future We Want. In this context, she emphasized that the process of
preparation of UNEP's programme of work is carried out by the
Committee of Permanent Representatives, at its headquarters in
Nairobi, where the region’s representation is limited. She invited
participants to engage in this process, to achieve greater impact in the
region in defining the overall programme. Additionally, she reported
that the countries decided to create an open committee of permanent
representatives as an intersessional body that will define priorities,
budget and a strategic plan. It was agreed that there will be one
meeting a year to allow participation of the capital where they discuss
all the elements, so it is important that all countries define a
Representative to UNEP in capitals to participate. She added that
paragraph 15 of the decision, highlights the importance of regional
forums, the contributions they can make to global forums, the
importance of increasing transparency and the establishment of an
information portal with easy access to governments. On another line,
she provided information on the percentages allocated to each work
sub-programme for the region of Latin America and the Caribbean.
55. The representative of Brazil proposed to include in the agenda of
the next meeting, the discussion of the new scenario of governance for
sustainable development after the processes defined during the Rio+20
Conference, particularly how they connect to the decisions adopted in
various fields, and how the forum is related to these, including
practicalities such as the frequency and timing of meetings. He also
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proposed to include the topic of Sustainable
Consumption in the agenda of the next forum.

Production

and

56. The representative of Argentina stated that the decisions adopted
at Rio+20 were aimed at the democratization of the UN system and its
agencies, which implies equality of all countries in decision-making and
access to cooperation without conditions imposed by donors.
57. At the request of Argentina, UNEP’s Director and Regional
Representative outlined the main aspects of the activities of the 10
Year Framework Programme on Sustainable Consumption and
Production (10YFP). She announced the forthcoming regional meeting
in Lima, Peru and stressed that the designated focal points of the
countries will have important tasks in this process.
58. The Minister of Environment of Ecuador described the actions in
Ecuador that are changing the productive matrix, including a crosscutting sector that will enable the Ministry of Environment to influence
decision-making processes in strategic sectors of the country.
59. In response to the request for information made by some
countries, UNEP’s Regional Director provided information on the
budgetary resources allocated from the Environmental Fund in 2013
3.6% corresponds to Latin America and the Caribbean. She noted that
these are not the only resources that are allocated to the region. On
one hand, many of the projects and activities in the regions are
financed through funds allocated to the various operating divisions of
UNEP headquarters in Nairobi, and offices in Paris and Geneva. On the
other hand, much of the regional work is executed with other funding
additional to the regular budget, from extra budgetary contributions.
As for the budgets of the MEAs, even in the case of those administered
by UNEP, their allocation is decided autonomously by the Conferences
of the Parties of the Conventions and managed by their respective
Secretariats. UNEP, with extra-budgetary funding, has designated
focal points to support regions in the implementation of MEAs on
chemicals and biodiversity.
60. Regarding the Ten-Year Framework Programme on Sustainable
Consumption and Production, she recalled that the Plurinational State
of Bolivia, Nicaragua, Panama, Jamaica, Peru, and Uruguay are still
pending to designate their focal point.
61. The representative of Jamaica referred to the issue of the
Committee of Permanent Representatives and the challenge of the lack
of representation of countries of the region in Nairobi. In particular,
the Anglophone Caribbean does not have permanent diplomatic
presence. Also, the amount of meetings and limited funding for the
participation of delegates from the countries of the region affects the
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ability to influence global decision-making processes. In this regard,
she recommended the design of a mechanism to strengthen the
participation of the region including at technical level, where
cooperation is important. She indicated that the next Conference of
the Parties of the Chemicals and Climate Change Conventions as
examples of multilateral forums in which the region should ensure
greater impact through coordination.
62. UNEP’s Director and Regional Representative agreed with the
delegate of Jamaica, and underscored the importance of better
coordination in the region for greater impact in decision-making
processes. She made comments on the proposal made by one of the
delegates at the session of the UNEP Governing Council, in the sense
that delegates could meet one day prior to global gatherings, in order
to agree and coordinate positions and working groups that could
participate in joint positions.
63. She also made reference to the importance of having greater
regional impact in global processes of decision-making. Both technical
cooperation and exchange of information are important. Thus, it's
important to strengthen the consultation mechanisms.

7. Information on upcoming meetings relevant to
the regional environmental agenda
64. The Regional Director of UNEP reported on the schedule of
regional and global meetings relevant to the environmental agenda for
the remainder of this year. Among the many meetings outlined, she
highlighted what is going to be held soon in the region, namely the
Regional Consultation on the Implementation of Principle 10, in
Guadalajara on 16 and 17 April; the Regional Workshop on Climate
Change Negotiators in Guayaquil 18 and 19 April; and the Regional
Meeting on the 10 Year Framework Programme on Sustainable
Consumption and Production in Lima on 27 and 28 June. She referred
in particular to the Workshop on Climate Change negotiators as
regional dialogue with opportunities to strengthen the region prior to
the multilateral negotiations.

8. Other matters
65. The Chair invited delegates to present any other topic of interest
for discussion, none were received. To conclude this agenda item, she
summarized the discussions in the previous sessions, focused on
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updating the ILAC and discussions on the participation of the region in
international fora, among others.

9. Draft Report of the Intersessional Meeting
66. The draft report was circulated among the participants of the
meeting. Some observations were made and the final version was
approved. The Intersessional Meeting Secretariat announced that the
final version incorporating all observations will be send to participants.

10. Closing of the Meeting
67. In the closing of the Intersessional Meeting, the Chair thanked the
meeting for having an active participation and collaboration of
participants, emphasizing that their recommendations will be useful for
the works of the XIX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment.
68. The country representatives appreciated the hospitality of the
people and the Government of Ecuador and expressed their
appreciation and gratitude for the work of the Chair and the Meeting
and considered the results served to strengthen regional cooperation
for the next Meeting of the Forum of Ministers.
69. The Chair of the meeting declared the Intersessional Meeting
closed on Wednesday 3 April, 2013 at 4:40 p.m.
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