
 

 United Nations UNEP/CPR/SC2015/7 

 

United Nations Environment 

Assembly of the United Nations 

Environment Programme 

Distr.: General 

30 September 2015 

English only 

Annual subcommittee meeting of the Committee of Permanent Representatives    

to the United Nations Environment Programme 

Third meeting  

Nairobi, 26-30 October 2015 
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segment of the second session of the United Nations 

Environment Assembly (UNEA-2).  

Introduction 

1. In support of discussion by the Committee of Permanent Representatives (CPR), the present 

note sets out the broad structure and possible format of outcomes of the high-level segment of the 

United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-2).  

  

Organization of the high-level segment  
 

2. Pursuant to decision 27/2, paragraph 5, UNEA-2 will hold a high-level segment on Thursday 

and Friday, 26 and 27 May 2016, with participation of Ministers, heads of delegations, representatives 

of the UN system, heads of the secretariats of multilateral environmental agreements and major groups 

and stakeholders. Following the recommendation by the CPR subcommittee on 30 June 2015, which 

was approved by the Bureau of the UNEA on 20 July 2015, the high-level segment will focus on the 

overarching theme of “Delivering on the environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development”, with a ministerial policy session on “Healthy Environment-Healthy People”.  

 

3. Components of the high-level segment include: 

 Opening plenary; 

 Plenary Session on the overarching theme, “Delivering on the environmental dimension of 

the 2030 Development Agenda”; 

 Interactive ministerial policy review session on “Healthy Environment – Healthy People”; 

 Multi-stakeholder dialogue; and  

 Closing plenary. 

 

4. A Global Thematic Report addressing the nexus between a healthy environment and healthy 

people in light of the 2030 Development Agenda will be the backbone of the policy review session.  

The report will be the result of open, participatory and transparent multi-stakeholder engagement. An 

online platform myunea.org will help channel inputs to the report by providing a forum for focused 

discussions on regional issues for a “Healthy Environment – Healthy People”.  A concept note, 

containing guiding questions for the Ministers and other participants, and additional relevant 

documents will be issued prior to UNEA.   

 

5. High-level informal symposia will also be organized by the Secretariat during UNEA-2 on 

issues of relevance to the overarching theme. 



 

6. The high-level segment will open at 10 a.m. on Thursday, 26 May 2016. The President of the 

Environment Assembly will welcome all delegates and preside over the opening ceremony, which will 

consist of remarks by key dignitaries.  A group photograph of high-level dignitaries and Ministers will 

be organized to mark the second session of UNEA.   

 

7. The overarching theme of the high-level segment, "Delivering on the environmental dimension 

of the 2030 Development Agenda" will be discussed within a plenary component, in accordance with 

Governing Council decision 27/2 (paragraph 5 a, d).  An interactive ministerial policy review session 

will also be organized in accordance with decision 27/2 (paragraph 5 b, c). This session entitled 

“Healthy Environment-Healthy People” will complement the overarching theme by allowing ministers 

to focus on strategic issues, bearing in mind the respective mandates of UNEP and other relevant 

international organizations.   

 

8. In accordance with decision 27/2 (paragraph 5 e), the UNEA high-level segment will include a 

multi-stakeholder dialogue that brings in diverse perspectives building on the overarching theme. In 

this regard, the importance of timely and inclusive preparations for the Global Major Groups and 

Stakeholder Forum (21-22 June 2016) is underscored. 

 

Preliminary structure for UNEA-2  
 

 Sat-Sun 
21-22 May 

Mon 
23 May 

Tues 
24 May 

Wed 
25 May 

Thurs 
26 May 

Fri 
27 May 

Variable Symposia, exhibitions, special events 
Meetings of regional/political groups 

UNEA Bureau meetings 

Morning 
 

Global Major 
Groups and 

Stakeholders 
Forum 

 
 
 
 
 

*Sunday: 
Executive 
Director’s 
informal 

consultation 
with regional/ 

political groups 

Opening of 
UNEA 

Committee of 
the Whole 

Committee of 
the Whole 

Opening of 
high-level 
segment 

 
 

High-level 
segment 

Lunch 
 

Side events 
Press conferences 

 

Afternoon 
 

Committee of 
the Whole 

Committee of 
the Whole 

Committee of 
the Whole 

High-level 
segment 

High-level 
segment 

Closing of 
UNEA 

Evening Receptions 
 

Night 
(where 

applicable) 

Drafting group/working party negotiations on 
resolutions/decisions 

 

 

Outcome of the high-level segment 
 

9. The high-level segment will adopt resolutions addressing global environmental issues, and 

decisions related to procedural matters. In addition, there will be an outcome from the high-level 

segment. There is no consensus yet on the outcome of the high-level segment among member States.  

Some prefer a President’s summary, while others wish to see a concise Ministerial declaration that 

contains strong political messages.1   

 

10. During UNEA-1, member States opted for a concise, negotiated Ministerial outcome document 

on “Sustainable Development Goals and the Post-2015 Development Agenda, including sustainable 

consumption and production”, which was adopted as a resolution.                

   

11. At its meeting held on 20 July 2015, the UNEA Bureau mandated the Chair of the CPR to 

initiate, in consultation with the Executive Director, consultations on the UNEA-2 outcomes, 

including the format of the outcome of the high-level segment, in time for the annual subcommittee 

meeting in October 2015.  Regional and political groups are encouraged to deliberate and consult on 

this issue with a view to reaching an early consensus. 

                                                           
1 In the context of the United Nations, declarations are often used to “declare certain aspirations” without creating 

binding obligations. “Definition of key terms used in the UN Treaty Collection”. 
(https://treaties.un.org/Pages/overview.aspx?path=overview/definition/page1_en.xml#declarations) 

https://treaties.un.org/Pages/overview.aspx?path=overview/definition/page1_en.xml#declarations

