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Annotated Provisional Agenda

Background

1.  The United Nations Environment Programme has adopted the practice of convening meetings of representatives from Civil Society organizations, with the objective of acquiring and incorporating their points of view and considerations, for decision-making in the UNEP’s main action areas.
2. In the case of the Latin America and Caribbean region, UNEP has promoted the realisation of the UNEP Regional Forum for the Civil Society of the region before each biannual meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean.  The same consultation scheme has been used for the meetings of the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum.

3.  On this occasion, the UNEP Regional Forum for the Civil Society of Latin America and the Caribbean shall take place on the eve of the Sixteenth meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, which will take place in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic from the 8th – 14th November 2007, and the Tenth Special Session of the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum (Principality of Monaco, 20th – 22nd February 2008).

4. Both meetings are convened under circumstances in which important events have taken place, such as the re-launching of the international dialogue on climate change; the continuing debates about international environmental governance; the considerable increase in the production and consumption of biofuels; and the consideration of issues related to the integrated management of ecosystems from different angles.  On the other hand, the sustained economic growth that has been registered in the region in recent years makes the need to promote the environmental sustainability agreed upon under the Millennium Development Goals even more relevant.

5. In particular, the Sixteenth Meeting of the Forum is being held five years after the adoption of the Latin American and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development (ILAC) as part of the Action Plan of the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg in September-October 2002.  For this reason, the Sixteenth Forum of Ministers will undertake an evaluation of the progress made in the implementation of the ILAC, with the purpose of establishing the necessary actions to continue with the implementation of this Initiative.
Objectives of the Meeting of the Forum.

6.  Taking into account the celebration of the Sixteenth Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of the Region, and the Tenth Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, the meeting of the UNEP Regional Forum for the Civil Society of Latin America and the Caribbean shall pursue the following objectives:

a) Consider the main topics to be addressed by the Ministers of the Environment of the Region, in particular those related to the Latin American and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development (ILAC).

b) Review the main points on the agenda of the Tenth Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum, in particular those related to climate change and the UNEP medium term strategy.

c) Develop the region’s perspective regarding the expansion of the civil society’s participation in the UNEP Environmental Governance.

Comments about the Agenda of the Forum.

Agenda Item 1.  Opening of the Forum.

7.  The meeting of the Forum will begin with a welcome address by Mr. Ricardo Sánchez Sosa, Regional Director of the UNEP for Latin America and the Caribbean.  Mr. Olivier Deleuze, Director of the UNEP Major Groups and Associated Organizations Unit, shall take the floor to comment on the UNEP’s practices regarding the participation of the representatives of the Major Groups in the UNEP decision-making.  In this first session, there will be opportunities for the participants from Civil Society organizations of the region to formulate general statements.

Agenda Item 2.  Working Arrangements for the Forum.

a) Elect the members of Officers.

8. In accordance with the practice established in previous meetings of the Forum, it is proposed that the Officers will include one President and a Group of Rapporteurs that will include a representative from each one of the subregions.

b) Approval of the Forum Agenda and Timetable of the Sessions.

9. Under this agenda item, participants shall consider the Provisional Agenda, the Annotated Provisional Agenda, and the Timetable of the Sessions proposed by UNEP’s Regional Office in its capacity of Secretariat of the Forum, and they will adopt them after incorporating the modifications they deem necessary.  The Timetable Sessions appears as Annex I to the current document.

Agenda Item 3. Progress made in the implementation of the Latin American and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development (ILAC).
10. The participants of the Forum will receive a report on the advances in the implementation of the Latin American and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development (ILAC), which describes the process that goes from the adoption of ILAC as part of the Action Plan adopted at the World Summit on the Environment and Sustainable Development, Johannesburg 2002, and refers to the steps taken for its implementation through the decisions made by the Forum of Ministers, as well as the actions undertaken by the countries that are in line with the objectives, goals and indicative purposes of the Initiative.  Likewise, the report contains an evaluation of the implementation of ILAC since 2003, on the basis of a series of selected indicators.

11.  Based on the Report that will be presented, the participants of the Forum will be able to formulate comments about its content and about the various options to continue advancing in the implementation of the Initiative.

Agenda Item 4.  Globalisation and the Environment: Mobilising financing to face Climate Change.

12. The issue of climate change as part of the international environment agenda is going through a political momentum that had not taken place since the adoption of the Kyoto Protocol.  This can be seen through the different initiatives for international dialogue on the issue, in particular those convened by different entities of the United Nations System.  It is a situation that presents opportunities and challenges for Latin American and Caribbean countries, because it can generate flows of international cooperation under different modalities, including the mobilisation of financial resources to undertake adaptation activities in developing countries.  The website: http://www.unep.org/civil_society/GCSF/index.asp has several documents and information relative to this issue that are available to the participants of the Forum.

13. In the past twelve months we have been witness to important events in the international debate on climate change, related to the distribution of three new reports from the Intergovernmental Panel of Experts on Climate Change that show that man induced climate change is a reality; and to the publication of economic evaluations that show that the costs of not acting are much higher than the costs of the actions to face the global environmental problem.

14. The achievement of those objectives makes it necessary to mobilize public and private financial sectors, as well as significant domestic and international investments.  Nonetheless, this challenge presents an opportunity, through the adoption of mitigation and adaptation measures, with the aim of achieving, among others, the following benefits:

· Facilitating new flows of investments and markets for climate friendly technologies;

· Achieving multiple environmental benefits such as the improvement of air quality, biodiversity conservation, the sustainable management of ecosystems to ensure the sustainability of fresh water and available foods, and to improve public health;
· Achieving multiple development benefits in a fair and equitable manner, such as energy security, job generation, availability of new sources of income in rural economies, and the eradication of poverty.

· “Globalisation and Climate Change – Mobilising financing to face Climate Change” will be the main topic of the Tenth Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum (Principality of Monaco, 20th – 22nd February 2008).

15.  The proposed discussion for the participants of the Forum for the Civil Society will focus on determining how to develop a sustainable political environment in a fair and equitable manner, which will be favourable to:

· Determine the financing required to adapt to change, particularly in the most vulnerable countries, which require new and better financing mechanisms;

· Finance the transition towards a more sustainable economy with low carbon emissions, through new investment flows, markets for climate friendly technologies, facilitate access to sustainable and cheap energy and to public and private associations;

· Financing and the sustainable production of biomass for biofuels;

· The achievement of multiple environmental objectives, and foreseeing unforeseen environmental consequences through transition and adaptation measures; and

· Identify the links between generating wealth and eradicating poverty through transition and adaptation measures.

16. Mr. Rubens Harry Born will give a general presentation on the issue, from which the participants of the Forum will be able to exchange points of view and present their considerations.  Mr. Rubens Harry Born is Coordinator of the Climate Change Work Group of the Brazilian Forum of NGOs and Social Movements for the Environment and Development, FBOMS.  He participates in the CAN, Climate Action Network, and is moreover a specialist in issues of international environmental governance, and he coordinated the seminar “Environmental Governance” with the Ministry of the Environment of Brazil and the FBOMS. 

Agenda Item 5.  The UNEP Medium Term Strategy.
17. The countries in the region were particularly active in proposing the adoption of a medium term strategy, for which they consider it convenient for the Forum for the Civil Society to discuss the issue in order to produce a statement about the policy guidelines that should regulate the UNEP actions regarding the main environmental challenges.

18. The issue will be presented by Mr. John Scanlon, who is responsible of this issue al UNEP Headquarters in Nairobi.
Agenda Item 6.  International Environmental Governance.

19.  The issue has been considered on different fora convened by UNEP, and recently multilateral consultations have been called upon, as well as formal and informal consultations about the future of International Environmental Governance.  To present this point for consideration Mr. Rubens Harry Born will make a presentation.

20. It is considered suitable for the participants of the Forum to exchange information and points of view in order to:

· Have updated information about recent events in this area; and

· Comment on the different exchanges, processes and opinions regarding international governance that have been considered during the consultations that have been carried out to date.

Agenda Item 7.  Review of the debate regarding the document:  “Improving the participation of the Major Groups in the governance of UNEP”.

21. This topic has been discussed within the context of UNEP’s work.  With the purpose of having more elements with which to address this issue, Mr. Rubens Born and Mr. Oliver Deleuze will make presentations about the current status of the International debate on the participation of Civil Society organizations in International Environmental Governance structures.

Agenda Item 8.  Declaration of UNEP Regional Forum for the Civil Society of Latin America and the Caribbean.

22.  Under this item of the agenda, the participants of the Forum will review the text of the declaration of this consultative process, and they will be able to express this points of view and recommendations regarding the different items included in the agenda.

Agenda Item 9.  Selection of the representatives from the Major Groups before the Tenth Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum (Principality of Monaco, 20th – 22nd February 2008).  UNEP Medium Term Strategy.
23. The representatives of the Civil Society Organizations must select their representatives, who will be part of the Representation that will attend these meetings.

Agenda Item 10. Evaluation of the Meeting.
24.  As has been the practice in previous meetings of the Forum, a form will be distributed to gather the opinion of the participants regarding the format and the content of the Forum.

Agenda Item 11.  Closing of the UNEP Forum for the Civil Society of Latin America and the Caribbean.

25. The UNEP Regional Forum for the Civil Society of Latin America and the Caribbean will be closed on Saturday 13th October at 13:00 hours.

UNEP REGIONAL FORUM FOR CIVIL SOCIETY OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN MONTERREY, MEXICO OCTOBER 12-14, 2007

SCHEDULE OF WORK

Thursday 11 October 2007

	17.00     
	Opening: Art for the Earth.

Venue: CINTERMEX, Fundidora Park, location of the Universal Forum of Cultures



	19:00  
	Cocktail previous to the Ceremony of the Establishment of the Fund for Ecological Park Chipinque. 

(Participants of the Civil Society Forum are distinguished guests).

Theater of the City of Monterrey 



	20.00  
	Presentation of Mr. Ricardo Sanchez Sosa, UNEP Regional Director at the Ceremony of the Establishment of the Fund for Ecological Park Chipinque, with the participation of local authorities and environmental private sector representatives.

Theater of the City of Monterrey

	20:20
	Ballet Giselle Monterrey Dance Company

Theater of the City of Monterrey


Friday 12 October 2007
	8:00 to 9:00
	Registration of Participants, 
Venue: House of University of Nuevo Leon

	9:00  to  9:45 
	1. Opening of the Forum.

Mr. Ricardo Sanchez Sosa

Mr. Juan Elvira Quesada

Mr. Olivier Deleuze

Mr. José Antonio González, Rector Universidad de Nuevo León.

Mr. Alberto Garza Santos (Mundo Sustentable A.C.)



	9:45 to  10:00  
	Break

	10:00  to  10:30
	2.  Organisation of the Forum.

     a) Election of the Members of Board 

b) Approval of the Agenda and Timetable of Sessions.  

	10:30 to 11:30 
	3.  Progress made on the implementation of the Latin American and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development (ILAC). 

	11:30  to 11:45 
	Coffee Break

	11:45 to 12:45
	6. International Environmental Governance

	12:45 to 13: 30
	7.  Revision and debate on the document: Enhancing Major Groups Participation at UNEP Governance.

	13:30 a 14:30
	Lunch

	14:30 a 16:30
	Consultations to draft the Declaration of the UNEP Regional Forum for Civil Society of Latin American and the Caribbean.

	16:30 to 16:45
	Coffee Break

	16:45 to 18:00
	Consultations to draft the Declaration of the UNEP Regional Forum for Civil Society of Latin American and the Caribbean.


	21:00
	Theather Play “Love is a Labyrinth” by Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz, 1689, special performance by the Novohispano Fenix Classic Theater Company 

Cocktail at Main Hall of University Cultural Center of the University of Nuevo Leon 




Saturday 13 October 2007
	9:00  to 10:00
	5.  UNEP Medium -Term Strategy.

	10:00 to 11:00
	4. Globalisation and the Environment: Mobilising Financing to Meet Climate Change 

	11:00 to 11:15
	Coffee Break

	11:15  to 12:30
	Consultations to finalize the Declaration of the UNEP Regional Forum for Civil Society of Latin American and the Caribbean.

	12:30 to 13:30
	8. Adoption of the Declaration of the UNEP Regional Forum for Civil Society of Latin American and the Caribbean.

	13:30  to 14:30
	Lunch

	14:30  to 15:30
	9 Selection of the representatives participating in the Tenth Special Session of the Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environmental Forum (The Principality of Monaco, 20-22 February, 2007) and in the XVI Forum Of Ministers of the Environment of LAC. 

	15:30  to 16:00
	10. Assessment of the Meeting 

	16:00 to 16:15
	Coffee Break

	16:15 to 17:00
	11.  Closing of the UNEP Regional Forum for Civil Society of Latin American and the Caribbean.


	17:00
	Transfer  to Bustamante Community

	19:00
	Dinner at the Alameda Park. 

Visit to the Children Drawings Exhibit to select the winners of the contest “Draw your canal”.  Award Ceremony will take place on Sunday


Sunday 14 October 2007

GEO 4: Process and Results
	9:00 to 9:45
	The GEO-4 – Key analysis and messages (R. Sanchez-Colón) 

Q&A 

	9:45 to 10:15 
	Role of the Civil Society in GEO processes (S. Giada)



	10:15  to 10.30 
	Coffee break 



	10:30 to 12:00
	Civil society and Assessments – How can we spread messages for sustainable development?

Working in 5 groups

	12:00  to 13:00
	Sharing of discussion results

	10:45  a 11:15 
	Closing

	13.00
	 Lunch with Members of Citizen Council for Sustainable Development of Bustamante Community and Mayors of neighbor Cities.

	15.30 
	 Visit to Bustamante outstanding places. (Swimwear optional).

	19.30
	 Public Ceremony at Plaza de Armas of Bustamante, where Participants of UNEP Civil Society Forum will be declared Distinguished Gests. Award Ceremony of Children Drawings contest “Draw your canal”.  

	20.00
	Opening of the Community Radio Station of Bustamante.

Participants of UNEP Civil Society Forum are special guests


Monday 15 October 2007
	7.00 am.
	Transfer from Bustamante Community to Monterrey International Airport.
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